
From Youth Voice 
to Education 

Policy Change

Insights from UC Berkeley’s

HEAR US Initiative



AGENDA:  HEAR US! 

Overview & Context for HEAR US Action Research

❏ Student Spotlight: Oakland High LSJ Academy Y-

PLAN

❏ Deepening Academic Rigor for College Readiness

❏ Connecting Housing to MKV Education Policy

❏ Sustaining the Change: System-building innovations

Discussion
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UC Berkeley 

Center for Cities + Schools

Mission:

To promote high quality 

education as an essential 

component of urban and 

metropolitan vitality to create 

just and joyful communities 

for all.
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Who currently engages students/youth in their 

MKV planning and/or programming? 



Goal: Improve learning systems for K-12 youth facing

homelessness and housing instability

HEAR US

Homeless Education Action Research - Uniting Systems

Two-pronged action research strategy mobilizing 

young leaders from California high schools through Y-

PLAN civic learning initiative and university 

students through the PLUS leadership initiative
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https://citiesandschools.berkeley.edu/major-initiatives/y-plan/
https://citiesandschools.berkeley.edu/major-initiatives/y-plan/
https://citiesandschools.berkeley.edu/plus-research-fellows/
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Anthony R. Carrasco
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https://www.anthonycarrasco.com/


Mission:

The Law & Social Justice (LSJ) 

pathway informs and prepares

students for careers in law, 

social work, community 

organizations, and education 

with a focus on social justice 

and current events.
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Law & Social

Justice Pathway



LSJ Pathway Y-PLAN Civic Project

● Tackled authentic questions posed 
by client: Trish Anderson,OUSD 
MKV Coordinator

● Follows research process 
supporting deeper learning

● Aligned to core academic program 
goals (ie, Social Studies and CTE 
classes - “Linked learning”) 
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How can we best 

improve the support & 

outcomes for unhoused 

youth in Oakland Unified 

School District (OUSD)?

Equip students with the 

resources and supports 

they need to meet them?

MKV Coordinator Trish Anderson asked,
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Y-PLAN 5 Step Research Process

© 2023 CA Homeless Education Conference
© 2023 CA Homeless Education Conference



Met their client and 
learned about the project 
question.

1. Start Up
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Conducted interviews, surveys, and site visits.

2.  Making Sense of the City 
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Key Insight: the power of data! 

“There is no one 

definition of 

homelessness”
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Key Insight: the power of data! 
“Students face a 

lack of mental 
health support

and many basic 
needs to be 
successful in 
school and 

beyond”
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3.  Into Action

Teams brainstormed 
solutions. 
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Presented to civic clients and community 
leaders.

4.  Going Public
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Two Key Recommendations:

College Readiness: 
Support and Networks Housing Access
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5.  Looking Forward and Back 

Shared ideas with local & statewide 
policy leaders.
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Teacher’s Perspective 

“My biggest takeaway is the 
knowledge and expertise our 

students have about their 
communities is critical to their 

education and their 
communities 

They should have a seat at 
the table when these 

decisions are being made”
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Impact: Outcomes and Insights 

2020-2021:

Following presentation, OUSD provided funding 

to hire three new McKinney-Vento case 

managers

2022-2023:

Y-PLAN student scholars presented at 

national, statewide and regional meetings to 

leverage and align CDE and other program 

resources to support homeless students.
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More info: Y-PLAN LSJ Storymap
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/52ff6fcf1fbf41eeaca989ebf927dc45
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/52ff6fcf1fbf41eeaca989ebf927dc45


Youth Engagement in Action 
CC+S Website & Toolkit 
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https://citiesandschools.berkeley.edu/major-initiatives/y-plan/y-plan-in-action/
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Deepening Academic Rigor to 

Support  College Readiness
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Do you have a seat at the table when it comes to 

academic planning for unhoused students?



Hold our students 

to rigorous 

academic & 

college-going 

expectations?

Equip them with 

the resources and 

supports they 

need to meet 

them?

How can we as advocates…
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Current Realities for Our Students

SEH
Students Experiencing 

Homelessness

All Students

27%

46%

56%

38%

*Latest public reporting year

n=29,413 for SEH and n=493,677 for all students

Data Source: CDE

College & Career Readiness Measures for CA’s 2020* Graduating Cohort
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Current Realities for Our Students

Scored 3 or Higher 

on 2+ AP Exams

6%
compared to

18% of all students

Completed A-G 

Requirements

24%
compared to

44% of all students

Pathways to College & Career Readiness for CA’s 2021* SEH Graduating Cohort
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National Inclusion of 
SEH in Perkins V (2018)

And therefore should be included in...

SEH are 

considered a

“special 

population”

Comprehensive Local Needs 
Assessment (CLNA)

Evidence-based and targeted
program implementation

Disaggregation and evaluation of 
achievement and progress

© 2023 CA Homeless Education Conference
© 2023 CA Homeless Education Conference



California Golden State Pathways
Program Act (GSPP) (2022)

$500 million allocated in 2022 state budget

Rigorously enhance the college & career 

readiness of high school students

Prioritizes funding for LEAs with above-average 

SEH populations 
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Inclusion of SEH in GSPP

Grantees must evaluate & disaggregate SEH data on… 

All Perkins V

reporting 

requirements

Academic performance

Pathway program completed

CA college & career measures

Internships & employment
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Local Implementation:
The Linked Learning Model

Through career pathways

Correlated with positive college & 
post-secondary outcomes

Implemented for other “special 
populations” of students

Piloted in California in 2009
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Recommendations for
Student Advocates

Connect with academic-focused 

staff at your school or LEA

● Linked Learning, GSPP

Advocate for SEH inclusion in 

experiences and programs
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Data as a Tool for Advocacy
in Oakland Unified School District

Data Source: OUSD Fast Facts & McKinney-Vento Fact Sheet
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Connecting Housing Access 

to MKV Education Policy
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Who here has supported a McKinney-Vento 

(MKV) family with housing services?



Questions Guiding My Research:
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What are the existing 

barriers to coordination 

between education and 

housing services in 

California?

What are the best 

practices for integrating 

education and housing 

to support families 

facing homelessness?



Survey of COEs 2021 and 2023 Results
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Source: California Department of Education

Coordination between County Offices of Education (COE) and 

Continuum of Care (CoC) is occurring throughout California, but 

most participants indicate barriers
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In the 2020-2021 school year, 227,612 McKinney-Vento 

students were identified

34,000 HUD 

housing eligible  

students 



Questions Guiding My Research:
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What are the existing 

barriers to coordination 

between education and 

housing services in 

California?

What are the best 

practices in integrating 

education and housing 

to support families 

facing homelessness?



“Involvement on CoC is important, because a lot of time they do 

not discuss education, being at the table is important and every 

time you can say something, you should say something”

(Jennifer Kottke, Los Angeles 

County Office of Education)
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●Who in the room is connected with 

your local CoC?



Best Practice 1: Connecting with CoC
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Best Practice 2: HMIS Access

Request view or edit access of HMIS system 

(7 COEs currently have access) which 
includes background information on families

© 2023 CA Homeless Education Conference
© 2023 CA Homeless Education Conference

“HMIS tells us a more detailed story of a 

family, what housing agency is assigned to a 

family, and if students are enrolled in school” 
(Donna Smith, Monterey County Office of Education)



HMIS System Can Support All MKV Students!

● HMIS includes information on all agencies posting in HMIS 

(shelters, mental health, housing) ex: how many shelter beds 

are open/used

● Prevention and Intervention funding (Sac, Alameda, San 

Diego) that doubled-up families would fall under, with access to 

rent/utility assistance 
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Best Practice 3: Updating the Housing Questionnaire

● The housing questionnaire has vastly increased the number of 

Mckinney-Vento identified students!

● Added sections to improve services:

○ Veteran status of guardians

○ Pre-school members of family

○ Release of information

○ Would the family like to be referred to _________ services?
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Other Innovative Ideas from Surveys

● Partner with local organizations to create apps 

with homeless services (shelter, food, health, 

legal, education, transit, etc)

● Focus on HUD and Statewide housing 

programs/funding that prioritize families

● Direct staff/funding towards coordinated entry 

point/drop-in center staffed by CoC, MKV 

Liaisons, and non-profit organizations

WIN app in 

Los Angeles
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➔Sustaining the Change: 

System-building innovations
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Sustaining the Change: System-

Building Innovations



To understand how to fund and 
sustain these recommendations…

How is California 

leveraging its ARP-

HCY funds to 

invest in 

and learn from 

local innovative 

practices?

How do these 

investments 

prepare California 

to support SEH 

statewide after the 

ARP-HCY funds 

expire in 

September 2024?

What promising 

practices can 

inform how 

California 

maximizes its 

remaining ARP-

HCY funds?

© 2023 CA Homeless Education Conference
© 2023 CA Homeless Education Conference



How California Allocated $98.7M in 
ARP-HCY Funding to Support SEH

Local-Level Funds

ARP-HCY II ($55.5M)

Local-

Level 

Funds

ARP-HCY I 

($18.5M)

State-Level Funds

Other ($11.2M)

State-Level Funds

Homeless Innovative 

Programs ($8.9M)

State-Level Funds

HETACs ($4.5M)
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Almost Half of ARP-HCY II Grantees 
Have Partially or Completely Spent Funds

Partially 

Spent

285 Grantees

Completely 

Unspent

345 Grantees

Completely 

Spent

42 Grantees
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ARP-HCY II Funding Investments in 
Academic Support and Concrete Needs

226 grantees (61%)

205 grantees (55%)

143 grantees (38%)

103 grantees (28%)

73 grantees (20%)
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Significant Opportunity to Maximize 
ARP-HCY II Funds by September 30, 2024

$5,220,347
…has been expended (9%)

$50,339,943
…needs to be expended (91%)

by September 30, 2024
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Learning from Emerging Research
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State-Level: Encouraging Interagency Collaboration 
and Capacity Building via Regional Systems

Homeless Education Technical 

Assistance Centers (HETAC)
CCCOE

LACOE

SDCOE

Source: hetac.org/about

© 2023 CA Homeless Education Conference
© 2023 CA Homeless Education Conference



State-Level: Identifying and Amplifying
Local, Innovative Practices via HIP Grants 

“...to identify models of innovative 

practice (MIP)...to improve the 

educational stability, access, 

support, and academic 

achievement of children and youth 

experiencing homelessness.”

Homeless Innovative 

Programs (HIP) Grant

Source: CDE Homeless Innovative Programs Grant Request for Applications 
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State-Level: Identifying and Amplifying
Local, Innovative Practices via HIP Grants

Learning Network Toolkits Coming!History & Ideation

CDE believes that 

innovation comes 

from investing in 

equity and local 

communities and 

partnerships.

CDE is supporting a 

statewide learning 

network to uplift 

proven, innovative, 

and scalable practices 

that improve 

educational 

experiences for SEH.

In July 2023, 

grantees will release 

MIP toolkits and begin 

to actively 

disseminate practices 

statewide and 

nationwide.
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State-Level: Target Activities Uplifted 
by Homeless Innovative Programs Grant

increase identification 

and support through 

novel procedures

demonstrate increased 

educational outcomes

identify and serve 

unaccompanied 

unhoused youth and 

those involved in the 

juvenile justice 

system and in 

particularly challenging 

situations
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State-Level: Target Activities Uplifted 
by Homeless Innovative Programs Grant

implement 

professional 

development across 

LEA and/or community

expand collaboration 

and coordination to 

support whole child

identify evidence-

informed strategies 

and address systemic 

inequities

address housing needs 

including forming 

partnerships
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Regional-Level: Strengthening Systems by 
Organizing Programming and Funding around SEH

CCCOE Community 

Schools Mini-Grants

Alejandra Chamberlain

Youth Services Director
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Local-Level: Activating Youth as Agents of 
Change in Homeless Education Policy and Practice
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Who here can envision ways to spend 

ARP by engaging young people? 
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Are there any ideas of suggestions for 

future research that would be helpful? 



Q & A  
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THANK YOU!
citiesandschools.berkeley.edu

http://citiesandschools.berkeley.edu
https://citiesandschools.berkeley.edu
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